
E m p l o y i n g  T o r o n t o ’ s  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e
MIZIWE BIIK

1  O N  1  I N D I G E N O U S  E M P L O Y M E N T  A D V I S O R S
I n -person  and  on l i ne  suppor t

A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 2 3 / 2 4



H e l l o !  W e  a r e  M i z i w e  B i i k .

W e  s u p p o r t  S t a t u s  a n d  N o n - S t a t u s  F i r s t  N a t i o n s ,
M é t i s  a n d  I n u i t  P e o p l e s  i n  t h e  G r e a t e r  T o r o n t o  A r e a
w i t h  s u c c e s s f u l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .

F e e :  F r e e

H o u r s  o f  O p e r a t i o n :
M o n d a y  -  F r i d a y :  8 : 3 0  t o  4 : 3 0

A d d r e s s :
1 6 7  G e r r a r d  S t r e e t  E a s t ,  T o r o n t o  O N  M 5 A  2 E 4

P h o n e :
( 4 1 6 )  5 9 1 - 2 3 1 0  |  T o l l  f r e e :  1 . 8 7 7 - 9 8 0 - 6 9 6 1

E m a i l :
R e c e p t i o n @ m i z i w e b i i k . c o m

F a x :
( 4 1 6 )  5 9 1 - 3 6 0 2

W e b s i t e :
w w w . m i z i w e b i i k . c o m

C h a r i t y  N u m b e r :  8 6 3 0 5 6 7 1 9 R R 0 0 0 1



We believe that strong Indigenous communities

are essential to advancing equality and

self-reliance. Through traditional practices

and values, as well as modern resources,

our purpose is in guiding you through
your Education and Employment goals!

Over 30 years ago, respected Ojibway 
Elder Jim Windigo gave us our name.

Miziwe Biik, meaning “water which flows all
around us” .  We provide the Greater Toronto Area

with Learning and Employment opportunities
that affirm and develop Indigenous identity.

Miziwe Biik is an Indigenous Skills and Employment
Training (ISET) Local Delivery Mechanism (LDM) of the
Aboriginal Labour Force Development Circle (ALFDC).
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L a s t  y e a r  w a s  a  p h e n o m e n a l  y e a r .  E v e r y  y e a r  i s  a  p h e n o m e n a l  y e a r

a t  M i z i w e  B i i k .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  b r i n g s  s o  m u c h  p o s i t i v e  e n e r g y .  

M o r e  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  s t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e d  s u p p o r t s  a n d  b u r s a r i e s  a n d ,

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  s u p p o r t s .  T h e

I n d i g e n o u s  y o u t h  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a r e  m a k i n g  t r e m e n d o u s  p r o g r e s s

i n  t h e i r  c h o s e n  f i e l d s .

M i z i w e  B i i k  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e x p a n d  p r o g r a m m i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e

t r a i n i n g  c h o i c e s  o f  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s .  S o m e  h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e

p r e - h e a l t h ,  c a r p e n t r y  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t r a d e s ,

s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t ,  f i l m  i n d u s t r y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s k i l l s  t h a t  h a v e  a  w i d e s p r e a d  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  a n y

i n d u s t r y .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  a b o u t  a c a d e m i c  u p g r a d i n g !

M a n y  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a r e  w o r k i n g  i n  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y

a g e n c i e s ,  a s  i s  t h e  p a s s i o n  t o  h e l p  o t h e r  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  b i g

c i t y .  O u r  m a n y  p a r t n e r s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  h a v e

a l s o  p r o v i d e d  o n  t h e  j o b  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  j o b  s e e k e r s .

N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  y o u r  g o a l s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e ,  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  a n d

k n o w l e d g e a b l e  s t a f f  a t  M i z i w e  B i i k  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e l p  y o u  f u l f i l l  y o u r

d r e a m s .  T h a n k  y o u  a l l  f o r  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ’ s

o w n  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  f o c u s s e d  o n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t r a d e s .  O p e n i n g

t h i s  f a l l !

M i z i w e  B i i k  h o n o u r s  r e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n

M i z i w e  B i i k  h o n o u r s  M M I W G T 2 S p i r i t

T h a n k  y o u ,  M i i g w e c h ,  N i a : w e n

 -  N a n c y  M a r t i n



Brenna Lafrance
T r a i n i n g  C o o r d i n a t o r

Lillian Wesley
H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  M a n a g e r

Stacey Bowe
R e c e p t i o n i s t

Nancy Martin
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Christy Martin
P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r

Ashley Boakye
P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r

Brydon Hill
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Lisa Shawana
E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i s o r

Ruby Dreger
E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i s o r

Vickie Labranche
S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s  M a n a g e r
E m p l o y m e n t  S e r v i c e s  M a n a g e r

Melanie Oyebamiji
E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i s o r

Jennifer Parberry
E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i s o r

Lisa Ashley
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  A s s i s t a n tAllan Mac Isaac

T r a d e s  I n s t r u c t o r

Raiden Laford-Scodellaro
I n t a k e  W o r k e r

Tim Millan
A c a d e m i c  U p g r a d i n g  I n s t r u c t o rDavid Rickard

S k i l l e d  T r a d e s  J o b  C o a c h
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Y K r y s t a l  A b o t o s s a w a y  i s  f r o m  A u n d e c k  O m n i - K a n i n g  F i r s t  N a t i o n  a n d

C h i p p e w a s  o f  R a m a  F i r s t  N a t i o n .  S h e  i s  a n  u r b a n  O j i b w e

A n i s h i n a a b e  K w e .  K r y s t a l  i s  a  w e l l  s o u g h t  a f t e r  e x p e r t ,  s p e a k e r ,  a n d

l e a d e r  o n  I n d i g e n o u s  e n g a g e m e n t .

A s  S e n i o r  M a n a g e r  a t  T D  B a n k ,  s h e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  r o t a t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e

v a r i o u s  c e n t r e s  o f  e x c e l l e n c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  H R  f u n c t i o n .  P r o v i d i n g

s t r a t e g i c  c o u n s e l ,  e x e c u t i o n  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  a c r o s s

i n t e r n a l  t e a m s  a n d  e x t e r n a l  p a r t n e r s .  K r y s t a l  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y

c o m p l e t e d  a  M a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  a t  Y o r k  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e

M a n a g e m e n t .

A s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n d i g e n o u s  P r o f e s s i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f

C a n a d a ,  s h e  i s  h e l p i n g  t o  r e d e f i n e  t h e  a g e n d a  a n d  i d e n t i f y  n e w

m e a s u r e s  f o r  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a n d  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s

o f  C a n a d a ’ s  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s .

K r y s t a l  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a c r o s s  C a n a d a ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  w i t h i n

t h e  b r o a d e r  I n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t y ,  a s  a n  e x p e r t  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r

b r i d g i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  w i l l  e n a b l e  m o r e  I n d i g e n o u s  y o u t h  t o

a c h i e v e  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  d r e a m s .

H e r  t h o u g h t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  a d v a n c i n g  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  k n o w l e d g e  o n

I n d i g e n o u s  e n g a g e m e n t  i s  i n f o r m e d  b y  h e r  a c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d

a n d  o n g o i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  o n  m u l t i p l e  B o a r d s  i n  t h e  G T A .



MICHAEL
WHITE 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t

Michae l  i s  f rom the  Bear  C lan  o f
M ’Ch igeeng  F i r s t  Na t ion .  He  has  se rved  on
the  M iz iwe  B i i k  board  fo r  over  f i f teen
years !  M ichae l  has  a  Maste rs  o f  Educat ion
in  Urban  Ind igenous  I ssues  f rom York
Un ive rs i t y  and  i s  the  D i rec to r  o f  F i r s t
Nat ions  House ,  the  I nd igenous  S tudent
Serv ices  a t  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Toron to .  I n
h i s  spare  t ime ,  M ichae l  se rves  the
commun i ty  as  a  ce remon ia l  conducto r .

QUAZANCE
BOISSONEAU
B o a r d  M e m b e r
Quazance  i s  f rom Garden  R ive r  F i r s t
Nat ion .  She  has  worked  a t  Humber
Co l l ege  suppor t i ng  I nd igenous  s tudents
and  has  been  shar ing  i n fo rmat ion  on
pos t -secondary  educat ion  w i th  F i r s t
Nat ion  commun i t i es  s ince  fa l l  2013 .  She
advocates  fo r  I nd igenous  menta l  hea l th
and  we l l ness  by  he lp ing  advance
Ind igenous  you th  w i th  educat ion  and
spor ts .  Quazance  s t r i ves  to  p romote
ba lanced  l i f es ty les  fo r  I nd igenous  Peop le
l i v i ng  i n  two-wor lds .

JIMMY
DICK
B o a r d  S e c r e t a r y

J immy i s  f rom Moose  Cree  F i r s t  Na t ion  and
the  commun i ty  o f  Moose  Fac to ry ,  Onta r io .
He  i s  f l uen t  i n  the  Cree  l anguage  and  i s  a
Teacher /Educato r  on  Nat i ve  Cu l tu re  and
Sp i r i t ua l i t y .  He  i s  an  E lde r  and  gues t
speaker  a t  i n te rna t iona l  con fe rences  and  i s
an  ac t i ve  vo lun teer  and  board  member .
J immy has  been  ac t i ve ly  i nvo lved  i n
Toron to ’ s  I nd igenous  commun i ty  s ince  1975
and  i s  a  member  o f  the  Eag lehear t  S ingers
drum group .

GAVIN
LAWRENCE
B o a r d  M e m b e r
Gav in  i s  a  p roud  member  o f  Saugeen
F i r s t  Na t ion .  He  c rea tes  pa thways  to
careers  i n  the  cons t ruc t ion  sk i l l ed  t rades
as  a  P ro jec t  D i rec to r  a t  the  Labour
Educat ion  Cent re .

He  works  w i th  I nd igenous  commun i t i es
ac ross  Onta r io ,  H i s  focus  has  a lways
been  on  c rea t ing  oppor tun i t i es .  Gav in
was  once  emp loyed  a t  M iz iwe  B i i k  i n
cons t ruc t ion  t ra in ing .



N G I N D A A S M I N  
A C A D E M I C  U P G R A D I N G
C a n a d i a n  A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n

C r e d i t  ( C A E C )  P r o g r a m

H i g h  S c h o o l  C r e d i t s

T e s t  P r e p a r a t i o n

P r e - r e q u i s i t e s  f o r

T r a d e s  P r o g r a m s

E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i c e  a n d  W o r k s h o p s

C o m p u t e r  &  I T  A c c e s s i b i l i t y

J o b  F a i r s  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e s s i o n s

E M P L O Y M E N T  R E S O U R C E  C E N T R E

T R A D E S
C a r p e n t r y  P r e - A p p r e n t i c e s h i p

C o n s t r u c t i o n  C r a f t  W o r k e r  P r o g r a m

T r a i n i n g  i n  D i f f e r e n t  T r a d e s

E m p l o y e r  N e t w o r k s

 F u n d i n g  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m s

F u n d s  f o r  E m p l o y e r s

P R O J E C T S

W O R K S H O P S
W H I M I S

F i r s t  A i d  C P R

M e n t a l  H e a l t h

F o o d  H a n d l e r



M i z i w e  B i i k ’ s  1  o n  1  I n d i g e n o u s

E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i s o r s  w i l l  h e l p

w r i t e  y o u r  c o v e r  l e t t e r  a n d

r e s u m é ,  s e a r c h  f o r  j o b s  a n d

p r e p a r e  f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e w !

C O V E R  L E T T E R  A N D  R E S U M É  



M i z i w e  B i i k ’ s  j o b  b o a r d  h a s

l i s t i n g s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  o u r

c l i e n t s !  M a n y  r o l e s  d o  n o t

r e q u i r e  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e

a n d  a r e  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

f o r  i m p r o v i n g  s k i l l s .

J O B  B O A R D

Favourite Tool: Jobbank.gc.ca



E D U C A T I O N A L
S U P P O R T

M i z i w e  B i i k  p r o v i d e s  P o s t -

S e c o n d a r y ,  A p p r e n t i c e s h i p  a n d

H i g h  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  w i t h

a n n u a l  f u n d i n g  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l

s u p p o r t s  s u c h  a s  b o o k s ,

s u p p l i e s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n !



M i z i w e  B i i k  r e c e i v e s  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e

A b o r i g i n a l  L a b o u r  F o r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t

C i r c l e  ( A L F D C )  t o  c o n n e c t  S t a t u s  a n d

N o n - S t a t u s  F i r s t  N a t i o n s ,  M é t i s  a n d

I n u i t  P e o p l e s  w i t h  T a r g e t e d  W a g e

S u b s i d i z e d  E m p l o y m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

i n  t h e  G r e a t e r  T o r o n t o  A r e a !

P A I D  T R A I N I N G  P O S I T I O N S



O u r  N E W  a n d  e x c i t i n g  7 - W e e k

P r o g r a m  f o r  I n d i g e n o u s  C l i e n t s  i n

t h e  G r e a t e r  T o r o n t o  A r e a  t h a t

u p g r a d e s  L i f e / S o f t  S k i l l s ,

C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  C o m p u t e r ,  J o b

S e a r c h  a n d  P r e p a r a t i o n  S k i l l s !

B R I D G E S  P R O G R A M



E a r n  y o u r  O n t a r i o  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l

D i p l o m a ,  o r  I n d i v i d u a l  C r e d i t s !

M i z i w e  B i i k  r e g i s t e r s  c l i e n t s  f o r

r e q u i r e d  c o u r s e s  a n d  o u r  t e a c h e r

s u p p o r t s  c l i e n t s  1  o n  1  a t  t h e i r  o w n

p a c e .  W e  p r o v i d e  s c h o o l  s u p p l i e s

a n d  e v e n  T T C  t o k e n s !

N G I N D A A S M I N  A C A D E M I C
U P G R A D I N G  P R O G R A M



F o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  l o o k i n g  t o  g a i n

i n s i g h t  i n t o  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  o w n

p e r s o n a l  b r a n d  a n d  b u s i n e s s !

C l i e n t s  a r e  g u i d e d  b y  a  b u s i n e s s

m e n t o r  t o  n a v i g a t e  w r i t i n g  a

b u s i n e s s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  f u n d i n g .

S E L F - E M P L O Y M E N T
P R O G R A M



G a i n  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t o

m a k e  a n  i n f o r m e d  p r o g r a m  c h o i c e

i n  t h e  h e a l t h  s e c t o r !

M i z i w e  B i i k  h a s  c o l l e g e  p a r t n e r s h i p s

a n d  w i l l  h e l p  g r a d u a t e s  e n r o l  i n

P r a c t i c a l  N u r s i n g  p r o g r a m s !

P R E - H E A L T H
S C I E N C E S  P R O G R A M



T e n - w e e k  e n t r y - l e v e l  t r a i n i n g

t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e

a n d  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e

T V  a n d  F i l m  i n d u s t r y  a s  a

P r o d u c t i o n  A s s i s t a n t  ( P A ) .

I N D I G E N O U S  P R O D U C T I O N
A S S I S T A N T  T R A I N I N G  P R O G R A M



8  w e e k s  a t  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f

C a r p e n t e r s  a n d  A l l i e d  T r a d e s

i n  V a u g h a n .

P r o v i d e s  e x t e n s i v e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d

p r a c t i c a l  C a r p e n t r y  t r a i n i n g !

C A R P E N T R Y
P R O G R A M



C l i e n t s  l e a r n  t o  w o r k  o n  r e s i d e n t i a l ,

c o m m e r c i a l ,  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s ,

a s  w e l l  a s  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  d a m s ,

r o a d w a y s ,  b r i d g e s ,  a n d  r a i l w a y s !

C O N S T R U C T I O N
C R A F T  W O R K E R

P R O G R A M

L I U N A  L O C A L  1 8 3



F i f t e e n  w e e k s  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i v e

e l e c t r i c a l  t h e o r y  a n d  h a n d s  o n  s k i l l s

p r e - a p p r e n t i c e  s h o p  t r a i n i n g .

G r a d u a t e s  a r e  f u l l y  c e r t i f i e d

a n d  j o b  p l a c e m e n t  r e a d y !

E L E C T R I C A L
P A T H W A Y  P R O G R A M

I B E W  L O C A L  3 5 3



M i c r o  C r e d e n t i a l s  o f f e r e d

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  i n c l u d e :

W o r k p l a c e  H a z a r d o u s  M a t e r i a l s

I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  ( W H M I S ) ,

F i r s t  A i d / C P R ,  F o o d  H a n d l e r ,

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  F i r s t  A i d ,  a n d

S m a r t  S e r v e  C e r t i f i c a t i o n !
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0 100 200 300 400

Employed 411

No longer in workforce 1

Ready for work 109

Returned to school 301

Self-employed 32

Stayed in school 226

Unemployed 110
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T R E S U L T S  R E P O R T
 A P R I L  2 0 2 3  T O
M A R C H  2 0 2 4  

T h e  2 0 2 3 / 2 0 2 4  f i s c a l  y e a r  h a s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  m a n y

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  f o r  t h e  P r o j e c t s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  w i t h

c l i e n t s  c o m p l e t i n g  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  a n d

s e c u r i n g  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o

P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r s  w h o  w o r k  d i l i g e n t l y  a s  a  t e a m  t o

e n s u r e  c l i e n t  n e e d s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  m e t ,  a n d  o n g o i n g

b u d g e t s  a r e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  m a i n t a i n e d .

W e  h a v e  o n e  P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r  w h o  w o r k s  t o  s u p p o r t

i n d i v i d u a l  r e q u e s t s  s u c h  a s  E m p l o y m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e

S u p p o r t  M e a s u r e s  a n d  P u r c h a s e  o f  T r a i n i n g .  T h r o u g h

i n d i v i d u a l  r e q u e s t s ,  c l i e n t s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,

s k i l l s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  b o t h  P r o j e c t  O f f i c e r s  a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  t o

b u i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n

t h e  G r e a t e r  T o r o n t o  A r e a .

I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o

s u p p o r t  e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c l i e n t s  t h r o u g h

M i z i w e  B i i k  f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s  ( T a r g e t e d  W a g e  S u b s i d y ,

S e l f  E m p l o y m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  L o c a l  L a b o u r  M a r k e t

P a r t n e r s h i p ) .  I t  i s  b y  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s  a  c o m m u n i t y

t h a t  e n a b l e s  M i z i w e  B i i k  t o  f u l f i l l  o u r  v i s i o n  a n d

p r e p a r e  c l i e n t s  f o r  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  i n t o  t h e  w o r k f o r c e .
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I  a m  C r e e ,  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  S a s k a t c h e w a n .  G r o w i n g  u p ,  I  w a s

p l a c e d  i n t o  f o s t e r  c a r e  a t  a  v e r y  y o u n g  a g e .  T h i s

e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  o v e r  t i m e ,  w i t h  t h e  g u i d a n c e

o f  m e n t o r s ,  I  h a v e  p r o u d l y  e m b r a c e d  m y  I n d i g e n o u s  i d e n t i t y .

M i z i w e  B i i k  i s  g u i d i n g  m y  v i s i o n  o f  b e c o m i n g  a  f i r e f i g h t e r

t h r o u g h  h e l p  w i t h  s c h o o l i n g ,  f i t n e s s  t e s t i n g ,  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d

c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  a  D Z  d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n c e  a n d  a n

E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  R e s p o n d e r  c o u r s e !

A f t e r  r e g i s t e r i n g ,  I  w a s  p a i r e d  w i t h  L i s a ,  m y  1  o n  1

I n d i g e n o u s  E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i s o r ,  w h o  h a s  s h o w n  g e n u i n e

e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  i n  h e l p i n g  m e  r e a c h  m y  g o a l s .

L i s a  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t

a n d  k e e p  m e  o n  t r a c k .

N o w ,  m y  g o a l  i s  t o  s e c u r e  a  f i r e f i g h t i n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  S o u t h e r n

O n t a r i o .  I ’ m  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  h e l p i n g  m y  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  I

l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s h a r i n g  m y  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  s t o r y  w i t h

I n d i g e n o u s  y o u t h .

W i t h  t h e  r i g h t  s u p p o r t  a n d  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n y  g o a l  o r  d r e a m  i s

a c h i e v a b l e .  I  c a n ’ t  w a i t  f o r  t h e  d a y  I  c a n  o f f i c i a l l y  c a l l

m y s e l f  a n  I n d i g e n o u s  f i r e f i g h t e r .
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I  a m  O j i b w e ,  f r o m  S e r p e n t  R i v e r  F i r s t  N a t i o n ,  a n d  I  h a v e

f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  I  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a n d  a

c o l l e g e  d i p l o m a  i n  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I ' m

c u r r e n t l y  a  Y o u t h  O u t r e a c h  W o r k e r  a t  A n i s h n a w b e  H e a l t h .

 

I  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  M i z i w e  B i i k  t h r o u g h  m y  s i s t e r .  T h e y  h e l p e d

h e r  l a n d  a  j o b  w i t h  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  w h i c h  s h e  s t i l l  h a s  2 5

y e a r s  l a t e r !  I  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  m a n y  M i z i w e  B i i k  p r o g r a m s ,

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  E s s e n t i a l  S k i l l s  P r o g r a m  w i t h  R a v e n  a n d

B r e n n a ,  w h e r e  I  u p g r a d e d  m y  s k i l l s  a n d  e a r n e d  a

p l a c e m e n t  a t  T o r o n t o  C o u n c i l  F i r e  N a t i v e  C u l t u r a l  C e n t r e .

 

I  a m  e x c e l l i n g  i n  m y  c a r e e r  p a t h .  I  w o u l d n ' t  b e  h e r e  i f  i t

w e r e n ' t  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  I  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h  a n d  w o r k e d  s o

h a r d  t o  a c h i e v e .  M i z i w e  B i i k  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  m e  w h e n  I

n e e d e d  t h e m  t h e  m o s t .  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  m y

e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  l e a r n  a n d  g r o w .

M y  a s p i r a t i o n s  a r e  t o  g a i n  e n o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e c o m e  a

m a n a g e r  i n  m y  f i e l d .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  I ' m  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d ,  a n d  I

a m  e n j o y i n g  e v e r y  s i n g l e  d a y !

I  a m  g i v i n g  a  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  M i z i w e  B i i k

w h o  h e l p e d  m e  m a k e  i t  h a p p e n .  T h a n k  Y o u !
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I  a m  C r e e ,  f r o m  W i n n i p e g ,  M a n i t o b a .  I  w a s  b o r n  a  n a t u r a l l y

t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t ;  m y  l i f e  h a s  r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  a r t .  I  g o t

a c c e p t e d  f o r  a n  a n i m a t i o n  c o u r s e  i n  T o r o n t o ,  a n d  m o v e d

h e r e  b y  m y s e l f !  E v e r y t h i n g  w a s  g o i n g  g r e a t .  I  h a d  a  j o b ,  a n

a p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  w a s  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l  f u l l - t i m e !

I  w a s  o u t  w i t h  a  f r i e n d  f r o m  c l a s s  o n e  n i g h t  a n d  w a s  i n  a n

a c c i d e n t  t h a t  w o u l d  c h a n g e  m y  l i f e  f o r e v e r .  I  w o k e  f r o m  a

c o m a  a  f e w  w e e k s  l a t e r  w i t h  a  l i f e - l o n g  d i s a b i l i t y .  I  w a s

t o l d  I  w o u l d  n e v e r  w a l k  o r  s p e a k  r i g h t  a n y m o r e .

F o r  1 4  y e a r s ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n  p h y s i c a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,

b e c a u s e  o f  m y  p o s i t i v e  o u t l o o k ,  e x e r c i s e  a n d  t a k i n g  c a r e

o f  m y s e l f  I  h a v e  m a d e  a n  a m a z i n g  r e c o v e r y .

M i z i w e  B i i k  h a s  h e l p e d  t r e m e n d o u s l y !  M y  1  o n  1  I n d i g e n o u s

E m p l o y m e n t  A d v i s o r ,  M e l a n i e ,  h e l p e d  m e  r e a l i z e  w h a t  I

w a s  d e s t i n e d  f o r :  t o  o p e n  m y  o w n  t a t t o o  s t u d i o .

I  a m  n o w  w o r k i n g  o n  t a t t o o  d e s i g n s  a n d  I  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d

a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  p r o g r a m  a n d  a  t a t t o o  c o u r s e !  I ' m  b u i l d i n g

a  p o r t f o l i o  a n d  a  h o m e  t a t t o o  s t u d i o .  I  a m  a l w a y s  w o r k i n g

o n  d e s i g n s  a n d  p r a c t i s i n g  w i t h  m y  t a t t o o  m a c h i n e .
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I  a m  a  v e r y  k i n d  a n d  h u m b l e  p e r s o n  f r o m

B a t c h e w a n a  F i r s t  N a t i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  h o b b i e s

t h a t  I  l o v e  w h i c h  a r e  r e a d i n g  b o o k s ,  g o i n g

o u t d o o r s  a n d  k e e p i n g  b u s y  w i t h  w o r k .

I  f i r s t  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  M i z i w e  B i i k  t h r o u g h  a  f r i e n d

o f  m i n e .  T h e y  t o l d  m e  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t  s e r v i c e s  a n d

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  i n

t h e  G r e a t e r  T o r o n t o  A r e a !

A t  t h e i r  I n d i g e n o u s  T r a d e s  C a r e e r  F a i r ,  M i z i w e  B i i k

i n t r o d u c e d  m e  t o  a l l  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o u t  t h e r e ,

a n d  t h e y  a l s o  h e l p e d  m e  w i t h  w o r k  s t a r t u p  f u n d s

f o r  m y  j o b !

I  a m  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  f u l l - t i m e  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  a t  a

m i n e  c a m p .  I  p l a n  t o  l o o k  m o r e  i n t o  t h e  t r a d e s  a n d

s e e  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  o f f e r !
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 B I  a m  a  m o t h e r  a n d  g r a n d m o t h e r  f r o m  W a u z h u s k

O n i g u m  F i r s t  N a t i o n .  I  h a v e  s i x  w o n d e r f u l ,  s m a r t

c h i l d r e n  a n d  a l s o  n i n e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  w i t h  o n e

o n  t h e  w a y .  M y  f a m i l y  i s  m y  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  a n d  I

l o v e  t h e m  a l l  s o  d e a r l y .

I  h e a r d  a b o u t  M i z i w e  B i i k  w h e n  I  f i r s t  c a m e

b a c k  f r o m  l i v i n g  a b r o a d .  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r  w o r k ,

a n d  M i z i w e  B i i k  w a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  T h e  N a t i v e

W o m e n ’ s  R e s o u r c e  C e n t r e  o f  T o r o n t o  ( N W R C T ) .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s  I  h a v e  u t i l i z e d  s e r v i c e s

a n d  t r a i n i n g  f r o m  M i z i w e  B i i k .  T h e  m o s t

i m p o r t a n t  b e i n g  t h e  A c a d e m i c  U p g r a d i n g

p r o g r a m  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  g e t  m y  G E D .

T r a v e l  a n d  T o u r i s m  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i n t r i g u e s

m e .  R i g h t  n o w ,  I  t a k e  c a r e  o f  m y  s o n ,  w h o  h a s  a

D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t y .



Miziwe Biik is a member of the Aboriginal Labour Force
Development Circle (ALFDC).

The ALFDC is the Aboriginal Human Resources Development
Agreement holder between First Nations, Urban Boards and
the Federal Government.

The ALFDC administers funding, reports to Human Resources
Development Canada, develops programs, policies and
procedures for members, and lobbies for funding.

The Board of Directors of the ALFDC is made up of
representatives of the member First Nations and urban
boards. Membership of the ALFDC is comprised of twelve
First Nations and two urban boards.
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I n d i g e n o u s  S e r v i c e s  C a n a d a

S e r v i c e  C a n a d a

E m p l o y m e n t  a n d  S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  C a n a d a

M i n i s t r y  o f  L a b o u r ,  T r a i n i n g

a n d  S k i l l s  D e v e l o p m e n t

M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  A f f a i r s

E m p l o y m e n t  O n t a r i o

O n t a r i o  T r i l l i u m  F o u n d a t i o n

C i t y  o f  T o r o n t o

U n i t e d  W a y
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